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Seats in
Population                  Voters             Legislative Council

Moslems            55                 40                 50

Hindus              34                 30                 32

Sikhs         ..ii                 30                 18

Swami Shraddhananda and people of his way of thinking
therefore planned that the  best way of safeguarding and
improving the Hindu position would be to increase the number
of Hindu voters: and if these could be deducted from the Moslem
side simultaneously, there would thus be a double gain in the
turnover. This Suddhi movement of re-Hindusing castes that
had fallen away into Islam was, of course, already a recognized
activity of the Arya  Samaj;  but  Swami   Shraddhananda's
intensive propaganda at a moment like the one in question
would naturally exacerbate an already precarious position. It
strengthened Moslem truculence and resolution to retaliate:
and by reflex it imbued all Hinduism with a new note, which
was the very opposite of ahimsa. The Hindu Mahasabha,
which until then had been an organization for the defence of
Hindu  Orthodoxy, made at its seventh annual session in
Benares (August 1923) advances to constitute progressive Hindu
opinion by passing a resolution for admitting Untouchables
to ordinary Hindu privileges: at the same time it thereby
lessened the attraction Islam could hold out to these people;
and thus even the most necessary reforms were pressed into
fanning the flame of Hindu-Moslem enmity. Only two short
years back Swami Shraddhananda had been preaching at the
Jumaa Masjid of Delhi and Mr. Gandhi at a Bombay mosque
to delirious Moslem multitudes about the beauty of Hindu-
Moslem unity and the glory of the Khilafat: and now, where
had all this vanished to ?

As if this broth in the witches* cauldron was not sufficiently
seasoned, the Government added a further ingredient to it by
forcing the Maharaja of Nabha, a Sikh Prince of the Punjab,